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Updated 9/14/2020 
 

Below is this week’s government and legislative affairs update. All previous legislative guidance and 
other affiliate resources are stored via the VillageMD Affiliated Practices COVID-19 Resource Center. 
 
This week the Senate was in session this week to vote on a “skinny” version of the COVID relief package. 
The House held Committee mark-ups but officially returns on Monday for three weeks of session.  
  
Two big issues will dominate in debates September: COVID relief and a continuing resolution to fund the 
government. Congress has to pass a government funding bill by September 30th.   
  
On Capitol Hill: 

• A slimmed-down version of the Senate Republicans’ coronavirus relief bill died, as expected, in 
the Senate on Thursday after a vote to end debate on the legislation failed to reach cloture (60 
votes), with every Democrat voting against the bill.  

• This version did not include additional funding relief for providers, any changes to telehealth 
waivers or Medicare Advance payment reimbursement. 

• The House Energy & Commerce Committee passed 26 health bills on Wednesday, September 9, 
including three meant to boost Medicare patient protections and mental health services, 
sending them to the House floor. 

• Senate committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions (HELP) held a hearing on testing 
and a distribution strategy for a COVID-19 vaccine. 

• HHS announced pharmacists will be allowed to administer COVID-19 vaccines to anyone three 
years or older without a prescription, according to guidance HHS issued Wednesday, September 
9. 

 
PAC Update: 
Gary attending a virtual event for Senator Cornyn (R-TX), member of the Senate Finance Committee. 
 
Important Dates Ahead 

• September 29th – Presidential debate in Cleveland, OH 
• September 30th – deadline for Congress to fund the government  

 
 

https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.villagemd.com%2Faffiliate-resources&data=02%7C01%7Cgjacobs%40villagemd.com%7Cbff0a10278f140a3c0da08d828fc5663%7C0c3932e9318a4685ae557cf8039f57ea%7C1%7C0%7C637304411545738717&sdata=xBnsR8470GfJXUL7AfuP0ICRy7WG8G6%2FENKzhXRHcbw%3D&reserved=0
https://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/vaccines-saving-lives-ensuring-confidence-and-protecting-public-health
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/09/09/trump-administration-takes-action-to-expand-access-to-covid-19-vaccines.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/09/09/trump-administration-takes-action-to-expand-access-to-covid-19-vaccines.html

