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Updated 9/4/2020 
 

Below is this week’s government and legislative affairs update. All previous legislative guidance and 
other affiliate resources are stored via the VillageMD Affiliated Practices COVID-19 Resource Center. 

 
This week the Senate was in a pro forma session. The House was also on August recess. The Senate 
returns next week to session and the House will be returning the week after.  
  
Two big issues will dominate in debates September: COVID relief and a Continuing Resolution to fund 
the government. Congress has to pass a government funding bill by September 30th.   
  
On Capitol Hill: 

1. Senate Republicans have continued discussions during the recess holding almost daily 
conference calls with Secretary Mnuchin and White House Chief of Staff Mark Meadows. There 
is some talk of the Senate trying to vote next week on the slimmed down version of COVID relief 
they released in early August. The price tag of the slimmed down COVID relief is around $500 
billion and included: unemployment insurance, post office funding, additional PPP funding, 
health/education funding and the liability language. 

2. The Senate is slated to be in session for four weeks in September and returns on September 
8th with the first vote scheduled for 5:30 p.m. 

3. The House is slated to be in session for three weeks in September. The House returns on 
September 14th with votes beginning around 6:30 p.m. 

4. This week HHS released the Rural Action Plan, to provide better access for healthcare in rural 
America.  

 
Important Dates Ahead 

• September 29th – Presidential debate in Cleveland, OH 
• September 30th – deadline for Congress to fund the government  

 

https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.villagemd.com%2Faffiliate-resources&data=02%7C01%7Cgjacobs%40villagemd.com%7Cbff0a10278f140a3c0da08d828fc5663%7C0c3932e9318a4685ae557cf8039f57ea%7C1%7C0%7C637304411545738717&sdata=xBnsR8470GfJXUL7AfuP0ICRy7WG8G6%2FENKzhXRHcbw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hhs.gov%2Fabout%2Fnews%2F2020%2F09%2F03%2Fhhs-releases-rural-action-plan.html&data=02%7C01%7Coaruwajoye%40villagemd.com%7C259488c03e1a4b5edc9808d850cf81c3%7C0c3932e9318a4685ae557cf8039f57ea%7C1%7C0%7C637348199460946877&sdata=W4c7nN8mifoorqLVQoy426%2BaOo43X3tEWSd41sP9hBU%3D&reserved=0

